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DOCUMENT TITLE

Why English Heritage records plants 
!  Plants are part of the national collection, as much as furniture, paintings, 

museum exhibits. 

!  English Heritage gardens are valuable historic resources which provide 
a living record of planting designs, landscape features, etc. 

!  Many hours of research spent to uncover historical information on each 
site and it is our responsibility to maintain the accessibility and continuity 
of this information for future custodians of our gardens and landscapes, 
and to share it with the public. 

!  Without historical records much of our work would lack cultural and 
historical significance and continuity. 

!  Support  decision making, allows changes to be tracked. 



DOCUMENT TITLE

The general evolution of records 

!  Handwritten card index / books 

!  Paper plans 

!  Electronic lists - continuous stationery 

!  Spreadsheets 

!  Databases 

!  Electronic maps 

!  Full featured database with integrated mapping 



















Belsay Awakes: The Plant Collections of 
Sir Charles Monck and Sir Arthur Middleton 

Jaskirit Bhamra 



Having been in the same family since the 13th century and benefitting from being owned 
by two great gardening enthusiasts - Sir Charles Monck and his grandson Sir Arthur 
Middleton. Today a truly dramatic Quarry Garden flourishes with exotic trees, shrubs and 
herbaceous plants. 

Belsay Hall 
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  danna § curious tangles - can of worms (https://www.flickr.com/photos/curioustangles/26218235466)
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